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OF  AGRICULTURE 


:VZSTI0N  BOX  

: '(fhat  new  uses  for  cotton0 
iHow  make  pickled  peaches? 
; How  get  rid  of  centipedes? 


Answers  from:  Home  economists, 
surplus  specialists  and  ento- 
mologists of  the  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture 


It's  Thursday,-  another  question  and  answer  day,-  and  the  queries  are  on 
cotton,  peaches,  and  a  common  insect  pest-  the  centipede.     Surplus  marketing  offi- 
cials, home  economists  and  entomologists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
supply  the  answers. 

The  first  letter  is  from  the  president  of  a  rural  women's  club.    It  may  he  of 
interest  to  other  clubs,  so  I'll  read  it  in  full: 

"The  ladies  in  our  guild  have  heard  about  the  big  cotton  surplus  and  v/e  would 
like  to  do  what  we  can,  as  loyal  citizens,  to  use  as  much  cotton  as  possible.  Of 
course  v/e  all  have  cotton  sheets  and  other  bedding,  curtains,  bath  towels,  table 
covers,  dish  towels  and  work  dresses  made  of  cotton  materials.    And  we're  eagerly 
waiting  for  the  new  cotton  stockings.    As  soon  as  we  can  get  them  in  our  stores 
we'll  all  want  to  try  them,     //hat  other  ways  can  we  use  cotton  around  the  house?" 

Both  the  surplus  marketing  officials  and  the  home  economists  of  the  TJ.  S. 

-e-artnent  of  Agriculture  have  suggestions  for  this  ladies'  club.    First  suggestion, 

in  the  homes 

&nd  one  lar^re  potential  use  for  cotton/is  mattresses .    Mattresses  for  either  in- 
dividual members,  or  made  as  a  welfare  activity  for  needy  families  in  the  community. 
Let  club  meetings  be  mattress-making  meetings.     You  state  extension  service  will 
sunnly  you  with  instructions  for  making  the  mattresses.    And  once  the  club  members 
blow  how  to  put  a  cotton  mattress  together,  they  can  teach  other  peo  :le  to  do  it. 
The  cotton  filling  and  ticking  for  mattress  making  can  be  readily  bought  for  less 
than  the  cost  of  comparable  mattresses  ready  made. 

Then  how  about  a  few  good  old-fashioned  quilting  bees?    There  are  many  beauti 
quilt  patterns,  and  a  quilting  bee  can  be  lots  of  fun-  a  sociable  time  for  all. 
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Again,  almost  everybody  has  one  or  more  comfortables  around  the  house  that  need  new 
ide  covers .     It  takes  about  10  yards  of  lawn  or  light-weight  nercale  to  cover  a 
comforter . 

And  how  about  letting  the  teen-age  girls  fix  up  their  rooms  with  draped  vani- 
ties?   Two  orange  crates  with  a  board  across  will  make  a  good  foundation  at  no  ex*- 
pense.    If  the  girl  can  make  a  matching  slip  cover  for  her  bed-room  chair,  so  much 
the  better. 

Everyone  can  use  more  cotton  than  usual  in  the  winter  wardrobe  this  year.  Not 
limply  for  house  dresses,  aprons,  and  underwear,  but  for  street  and  dressy  costumes. 
Ihare's  cotton  velveteen,  and  the  new  soft  corduroy.  Cotton  twills  for  slacks. 
Siower-proofed  cotton  gabardine  for  raincoats.  Cotton  net  for  party  dresses.  Cotto 
flannel  for  pajamas  and  nightdresses.  There's  also  a  crease-resistant  cotton  flanne? 
that  cor.ies  in  checks  and  plaids.     It's  warm  enough  for  winter  school  wear.  Cotton 

ille  makes  beautiful  lounging  robes,  while  sturdy  terry  cloth  is  always  good  for 
bath  robes. 

/ell,  these  are  just  a  few  suggestions  for  cotton  garments  and  household 
articles,    "ow  for  our  next  question. 

"  /e  still  have  a  few  peaches  to  gather,  and  I  would  like  to  make  peach  pickle? 
Can  you  .give  me  a  recipe?" 

The  food  specialists  furnish  these  directions  for  making  pickled  peaches: 
Select  firm-fleshed  peaches  -  clings  if  possible.    For  8  pounds  of  peaches  you  use 
4  pounds  of  sugar,  2  quarts  of  vinegar,  8  two-inch  pieces  of  stick  cinnamon,  and  som 
y  ie  cloves.    Wash  the  peaches  and  peel.    Stick  two  whole  cloves  in  each  peach. 
Cook  the  vinegar,  cinnamon,  and  sugar  together  for  10  minutes,  or  until  the  sirup  is 
f&irly  thick.    Add  the  peaches  and  cook  gently  until  they  are  tender,  but  not  broken 
*ci  let  them  stand  in  the  sirup  all  night. 
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In  the  morning  drain  the  sirup  from  the  peaches  and  pack  them  in  sterilized 
Jars.    Boil  the  sirup  rapidly  until  it  is  thick.    Pour  it  over  the  peaches  in  the 
jars.    Seal,  label,  and  store  in  a  cool  place.    Let  stand  several  v/eeks  to  develop 
flavor  before  using. 

The  writer  of  our  third  letter  wants  to  know  how  to  get  rid  of  centipedes, 
"r.tomologists  of  the  Department  say  that  unfortunately  there  is  very  little  you  can 
do  about  centipedes  except  to  kill  the  ones  you  see.    The  centipedes  may  be  getting 
into  the  house  from  outside,  so  look  over  the  foundation  walls  to  see  if  there  are 
any  cracks,  or  any  gaps  around  pipes  entering  through  the  walls.     Sprays  and  powders 
are  almost  worthless  because  you  can't  locate  the  hiding-places  of  centipedes  and 
they  can  run  faster  than  you  can  spray  them. 

However,  don't  be  needlessly  disturbed  over  a  stray  centipede  or  two .  This 
unpleasant-looking  insect  is  actually  useful .     It  eats  cockroaches,  flies,  moths, 
spiders,  and  other  small  insects.     It  does  not  damage  furnishings,  and  usually  will 
not  bite  human  beings  unless  suddenly  touched-  say  when  it's  hiding  in  a  fold  of 
clothing.    If  you  should  be  bitten,  the  bite  is  more  painful  than  dangerous.  There 
~any  species  of  centipedes,  but  the  species  that  is  commonly  found  in  the  house, 
in  damn  basements  particularly,  has  very  weak  ja\/s,  and  is  not  known  to  have  bitten 
anyone.    Ammonia  or  baking  soda  will  help  take  tne  sting  out,  if  a  centipede  bites 
you.    Follow  with  an  antiseptic  to  prevent  secondary  infection. 

Incidentally,  though  the  name  "centipede"  means  "100  legs",  and  it's  also 
called  "thousand-legs",  centipedes  have  really  only  15  to  21  pairs  of  legs.    And  it 
uses  them  to  run  awa./,-  but  you  can  often  catch  up  with  it  and  destroy  it  if  you 
4<*'t  like  its  looks. 


